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raise doubts in our minds, in regard to the motives thereto. We shall
therefore expect, before so considerable a demand is discharged, that
the whole of the affair be clearly and distinctly stated, as well
in regard to the contract as the owners of the ship, and by whose directions
the ship so soon [goes to] her station near the fort,
170.    The other transaction is of a differing nature and relates to the sum
of twenty two thousand rupees said to be paid into our cash for bills of ex-
change on the 6th June, which we think was that on which the news of the
taking of Cossimbuzar and the Nabob's being in motion towards Fort William
reached you.   This transaction lay dormant till the 6th of August following,
when a certificate was granted for that sum, on the Sub-Treasurer his certi-
fying that such a sum had been so paid in.   If it had been paid in, the Com-
pany's  cash should have been credited for it; if it had  such credit, why
were not the bills it was said to be paid in for granted?   From whence, except
his memory, could the Sub-Treasurer have certified the payment?   If the asser-
tion or even a certificate from a junior servant is to be admitted as evidence
to charge the Company with a sum of money, to what may not we be exposed?
If such consequences had been attended to, we think you never could have
permitted a certificate to be granted; and what reason have we to believe,
admitting it's being in the treasury, that it might not and was not lying there
with further sums we understand to have been deposited there for greater
security to the proprietors?   And might not the demand made on the 6th
August be an expedient thought of to load the Company with this  loss?
Before  payment  is   made  or interest  notes  granted,  these  two   points  we
expect   to   be   truly   and   clearly   stated,   and   transmitted   to   us   for   our
determination thereon.
171.    Through the whole course of your consultations we find no parti-
culars of the various, and very great demands made upon you, as well as
masters of ships as others for various stores and supplies furnished you and
the inhabitants of Calcutta, as well as during the siege as at Fulta and since.
172.    For our further satisfaction and that we may be better judges of the
reasonableness of those demands, you are to transmit us copies of all bills
delivered in, as well as those which payment was ordered of as those for which
certificates were granted amounting to rupees five hundred and upwards.
173.    In answer to the 36th paragraph of your General Letter of the 31st
January 1757, we are truly concerned for the unhappy situation of such of the
inhabitants as have suffered by the loss of our settlement, and we believe many
of them have been ruined thereby and incapable to discharge the whole of
their debts.   The case of such persons we acknowledge to be very deplorable
indeed, and wish it was in our. power to relieve them.   This, you are yourselves
sensible, cannot be done without the interposition of the legislature by making
a particular law upon this occasion.   Any attempt for that purpose would in
our opinions be attended with  unsurmountable difficulties.   The particular
cases of the sufferers are not stated, nor any evidences offered in support of
what is desired, nor can the creditors have an opportunity of being heard in
opposition to their debtors and the general scheme of a bankrupt law is liable
to so matiy objections that we are satisfied any application to Parliament for
such a law would be fruitless and ineffectual.   And we are inclined to believe
that if the persons wh<> have beeii rendered insolvent by* means of the late